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Shelter
Partnership
Critiquing Local
Government’s
Housing Plans
to Assure that
Needs of the
Homeless are
Addressed

One of the major barriers
to developing housing for
single individuals and familiesÑwhether it be emergency shelters,
transitional housing or permanent housingÑis the reluctance of
most local governments to permit any form of housing for people
who are homeless in their jurisdiction.While for years the State
has directed local jurisdictions to allow housing for the home-
less,few jurisdictions have been listening.

This has been particularly disheartening to
cities such as the City of Los Angeles,as
well as developers and service agencies
serving the homeless.According to a
Shelter Partnership report in 2006,two-
thirds of all emergency shelters and transi-
tional housing programs in Los Angeles
County are located in the City, whereas
about half of the regionÕs 73,000 home-
less persons are from the City.
Additionally, the City of Los Angeles has
undertaken a major initiative with the

MayorÕs Permanent Supportive Housing Program to provide capi-
tal funding and operating subsidies for permanent housing. Few
other cities in our region have undertaken such an effort.

However, last year, Senator Gilbert Cedillo (D-22nd District) suc-
cessfully introduced the Fair Share Zoning Law, which was signed

Shelter Partnership Announces
S. Mark Taper Foundation 
Gift to Rehabilitate our
Resource Bank at Special
Ceremony

On October 15th,Shelter Partnership celebrated the
announcement of our capital campaign to renovate
the warehouse facility that houses our Resource
Bank project with special news!  The S. Mark Taper
Foundation has awarded Shelter Partnership a lead
gift of $850,000 to launch the campaign.In appre-
ciation,the building will be renamed the S. Mark
Taper Foundation Shelter Resource Bank!  

Over 125 people attended the event,which featured
Fritz Coleman as our emcee and the music of
Washington Rucker and the Jazz Collection.Guests
were able to mingle and enjoy a buffet lunch or take
a tour of the facilities and see some of the incredible
products Shelter Partnership receives for distribution
to the homeless service providers throughout Los
Angeles County. Janice Taper Lazarof,President of
the S. Mark Taper Foundation,also addressed the
attendees and shared her fondness for the project.
Continued on page 3

While for years
the State has
directed local
jurisdictions to
allow housing
for the home-
less, few juris-
dictions have
been listening.

Javier Sola (left) shows model of how the S.Mark Taper Foundation Shelter
Resource Bank will appear after rehabilitation to Foundation representatives
Janice Taper Lazarof (2nd from left),Roy Weitz and Cynthia Bolker.
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State Budget Hurts the Homeless 

Advocates for very low-income and homeless individuals and
families are very disheartened by this yearÕs California budget
results.With California facing a multi-billion dollar budget
deficit,the most needy suffered the greatest losses.

While the State only provides $4 million annually for operating
costs for emergency shelters and transitional housing programs,
Governor Schwarzenegger chose to eliminate all funding for the
program,a significant hardship for many direct housing
providers for the homeless.

The Governor also suspended the October 2008 and June 2009
state Cost of Living Adjustments (COLAs) for SSI/SSP, which
helps extremely low-income seniors with disabilities meet basic
needs and provides some people who are homeless with an
income so that they can move into some form of housing. This
means that their monthly income will remain at $870 a month.
The Governor also eliminated the entire $150 million Senior and
Disabled Renters and Homeowners Tax Assistance Program,a
state tax rebate program that helps low-income seniors pay the
rent. Even seniors in many ÒaffordableÓdevelopments could
lose their housing because of these cuts; their rent will continue
to increase annually, while their real income decreases.

Additionally, the Governor suspended the COLA for CalWORKS grants for low-income
families with childrenÑthe fourth consecutive year that the COLA has been suspended.

While the State
only provides
$4 million
annually for
operating costs
for emergency
shelters and
transitional
housing 
programs, Gov.
Schwarzenegger
chose to 
eliminate all
funding for 
the program.
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Shelter Partnership, Inc.

Currently, a mother with two children in
Los Angeles County receives $723 per
month through the CalWORKS program.
Denying families an increase in their
monthly benefits will make it that much
more difficult for those families to make
ends meet,especially in the midst of a
struggling economy.

Individuals and families who are extremely
low income are unfortunately now more
vulnerable to losing their homes,as their
incomes already do not meet their basic
needs.And with the Governor calling a
Special Session of the Legislature,he has
already announced more cuts in these
and other programs,including more cuts
to SSI/SSP grants and a 10% cut to
CalWORKS payments.

“

“
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ÒFor many years we have consistently made numerous
modest donations to many different agencies and
organizations that use Shelter PartnershipÕs Resource
Bank,Ósaid Ray Reisler, Executive Director of the S. Mark
Taper Foundation,Òbut Shelter PartnershipÕs exception-
ally effective and efficient program presented us with
the opportunity to make one large grant that would help
serve all our previous grantees and dozens more.When
these agencies get essential goods from the S. Mark
Taper Foundation Shelter Resource Bank,their limited
financial resources are freed to engage in other vital
work. Thus,our donation leverages the capacity of non-
profit organizations that assist thousands of people who
face the despair of poverty and homelessness.Ó

Shelter Partnership needs to raise $4.5 million to reno-
vate the warehouse,and so far, including the support of
the S. Mark Taper Foundation,$2.5 million has been
committed.We are well on our way to modernizing the
facility and updating our systems so we can manage
and distribute the donations more efficiently. For infor-
mation about the capital campaign,please contact
Tracy Wallace at (213) 943-4585 or by e-mail at
twallace@shelterpartnership.org. !

Shelter Partnership Announces S. Mark Taper Foundation EVENT
continued from page 1

Janice Taper Lazarof,President of the S.Mark Taper Foundation,
announces the renaming of the S.Mark Taper Foundation Shelter
Resource Bank and shares her enthusiasm for the project.

(Right to left):  SP Board member Louise Oliver greets Carrie Gatlin,Union Rescue Mission;
Kristina Olsen,Cenveo; and Elizabeth Kelly, Eimago; at the event.

SP Board member Ann Marie Hickambottom (left) thanks Tawyna Mason of the Weingart Foundation
for their support of the project over the years.

É.and the conversation was about banking!  From left,Jorge Sandoval,Citibank (Banamex USA),Sal
Mendoza and Bonnie Tseng of City National Bank catch up with Steve McAvoy, retired from City
National Bank,while enjoying lunch.

The staff of Shelter Partnership pauses for a moment before the event starts!  

“Shelter Partnership’s exceptionally 
effective and efficient program presented 
us with the opportunity to make one large
grant that would help serve all our previous
grantees and dozens more.”
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Journey House is a nonprofit agency in Pasadena that provides transi-
tional housing and supportive services to emancipated foster youth.
They also receive in-kind donations through our S.Mark Taper
Foundation Shelter Resource Bank.Shown here is Journey House
client Steven Lopez,with his wife Michele and their new baby, along
with some of the goods they received because of us!  Steven,who
receives supportive services through Journey House,is attending
Citrus College and working in Azusa but still needs the services that
this nonprofit offers. ÒIt is great that Shelter Partnership provides
Journey House supplies that we would otherwise not be able to pro-
vide our clients,Ósays Jorge Camarena,Journey House Program
Director.

recent donorsrecent donors

g

Hurricane and Fire Victims Assisted
by S. Mark Taper Foundation Shelter 
Resource Bank 

While the majority of the new goods that are distributed from
our S. Mark Taper Foundation Shelter Resource Bank are on
behalf of people made homeless as a result of economic
and individual health related factors,our S. Mark Taper
Foundation Shelter Resource Bank is also called upon when
natural disaster takes a devastating toll. In September we
responded immediately to Hurricane Ike that created havoc
in the Texas Gulf Coast and provided nearly $50,000 worth
of blankets and personal care products for families made
homeless.

The fall of 2008 has been particularly trying for residents of
Southern California with major fires throughout our region
that have devastated entire neighborhoods.During the first
round of fires in September, we distributed goods for 40
families including furniture,cookware sets,glassware,and
personal care products in the North San Fernando Valley.

And now the Sayre fire,again in the northern San Fernando
Valley, has wrought massive devastation with the loss of
nearly 500 homes in the Oakridge Mobile Home Park. We
are now learning that many of the homes were those of eld-
erly families on a fixed income,barely able to escape before
the fire swept their densely developed park.According to
California Governor Schwarzenegger, many of the victims will
have a very difficult time in purchasing a new home because
they are uninsured or underinsured.

While this issue goes to press,we are working with the office
of Los Angeles Mayor Villaraigosa,the local Council office
and the American Red Cross to respond to this disaster as
generously as we are able.!
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Major Study on Homeless
Continued from page 1

by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, and
became law on January 1, 2008. Motivated
in part by Shelter PartnershipÕs analysis of
zoning barriers to the siting of emergency
shelters for the Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors,Senator Cedillo worked with the
California Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD),the
California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation
(CRLA),and the League of California Cities to
develop a compromise bill that all parties
could agree on.

The first law of its kind in the nation,SB 2
strengthens state law by ensuring that every
jurisdiction identifies at least one zone where
new emergency shelters can be located with-
out discretionary review by the local govern-
ment.The zoning category must be identified
in the localityÕs housing element,and include
sites with sufficient capacity to meet the local
need for emergency shelter. It also increases
protections for providers seeking to open a
new emergency shelter, transitional housing or
supportive housing development,by limiting
the instances in which local governments can
deny such developments.

Shelter Partnership is in the process of
reviewing and officially commenting on sever-
al of the housing plans prepared by local gov-
ernments in Los Angeles County and providing
our comments to the respective local govern-
ment and to HCD on whether the new law is
being properly implemented.(There are 88
cities as well as the County of Los Angeles
that must prepare a Housing Element.)  We
are also commenting on how the local
Housing Elements are complying with State
law to meet their requirements to develop
housing for extremely low income households,
including those who receive federal disability
incomes,as well as how well they are meeting
their requirements under federal and state fair
housing laws.

These critiques are resulting in significant
changes in local Housing Elements,which
better address the needs of extremely low-
income Californians.This of course is only
the first step in assuring that local govern-
ments are accountable and proactive in
meeting the housing needs of the poor and
homeless.!

The young girls in the photograph above attend St.Anne's Bogen Family Early
Learning Center and are the children of mothers living at the adjacent Bogen
Family Transitional Housing Program. Up to 39 young mothers,emancipating
from foster care and generally referred by the County Department of Children
and Family (DCFS),live at the Bogen Family Transitional Housing Program with
their children,and also receive supportive services for up to 24 months.The
girls posed for this picture wearing their new dresses provided to St.AnneÕs by
the S. Mark Taper Foundation Shelter Resource Bank project,and donated to
Shelter Partnership by Kids in Distressed Situations (K.I.D.S.). !

Homeless People and
their Pets Benefit Too

Even though homeless people have little
or no possessions,an animal often pro-
vides companionship.So,itÕs no wonder
that often homeless people are reluctant
to enter a homeless shelter when they
have to surrender their animal first. It is
estimated that 5-10% of homeless peo-
ple have pets. In August 2008,PATH
(People Assisting The Homeless) opened
PETCO PLACE,where pet-owning home-
less individuals receive shelter for them-
selves AND their pet.And while Shelter
Partnership primarily serves homeless
families and individuals,we are now able
to provide goods to homeless pets thanks
to a generous donation by JAKKS Pacific.
In addition to facilities like PETCO PLACE,these donated gift sets were distrib-
uted to local shelters to encourage adoptions as well as spay and neutering.
Pictured here is PATHÕs client Robert with his dog Warrior along with a gift pack
provided by Shelter Partnership and product donor JAKKS Pacific.Robert
became homeless because of a workplace accident and is making plans to
return home to Florida once he completes his physical therapy. !

Every Little Girl Loves a New Dress!
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VISIT US ON THE WEB
www.shelterpartnership.org

Please visit Shelter Partnership online for the latest in news,
information and/or ways to make a difference.

New Housing for Seniors
Left to right:  Richard Shea,Vice President for Originations,PNC; Tim
Elliot,Manager,Affordable Housing Trust Fund; Shelter Partnership's
Steve Renahan; Sarah Dussault,L.A.City Council District 13 and
Shelter Partnership Board Member; David Rubin,President,Enhanced
Affordable Development; Alice Carr, Managing Director of Citibank
Municipal Securities Division; Los Angeles City Council President Eric
Garcetti; Shane Goldsmith,Executive Director, PATH Ventures; and
Marc Gelman,Chief Executive Officer, Enhanced Affordable
Development break ground October 27th at Bonnie Brae Village
Apartments,an affordable housing development in the Westlake
region for low income and homeless seniors.

Co-developers PATH Ventures and Enhanced Affordable
Development were inspired to develop housing for homeless seniors
after reading Shelter Partnership's Homeless Older Adults Strategic
Plan (featured in the Fall 2008 Connection).Shelter Partnership 
provided technical assistance to the developers to make this 
Los Angeles' first permanent supportive housing development for
homeless seniors.

The project will offer 92 one-bedroom apartments for low-income
seniors including 45 apartments for homeless seniors with disabili-
ties. Comprehensive supportive services,such as case management,
mental health treatment,and linkages to health care,will be provided
on-site by People Assisting The Homeless (PATH) and other partners.
Bonnie Brae Village Apartments will be accepting tenant applications
in Spring 2009 and construction will be complete in the fall of 2009.

Donating is only a click away...

Help Us While You Search and Shop the Internet!
Most people search the Internet every day. Next time,instead of
using Yahoo! or Google,you can now use www.GoodSearch.com
then enter Shelter Partnership as the charity you are supporting,
and then use the Yahoo! search engine field on the top of the win-
dow. We make money every time you search!!  Give it a try and
support the cause that you care most about.What is unique is that
GoodSearch has developed a way to direct money to your favorite
charity with every click.You can also choose a charity and do your
online shopping, while the charity gets a part of the sale!  YouÕll
recognize many of your favorite online merchants,so please spread
the word and bookmark the site at work and at home!  

Making a Donation is Easy!  Save Postage!
Did you know that you can easily make a donation online by visit-
ing our website?  Go to www.shelterpartnership.org and click on
Make a Donation.You will be linked with the PayPal website to
make a secure donation.

Shelter Partnership Bestowed Coveted 4-Star
Rating from Charity Navigator
For another year, Shelter Partnership has received a 4-star rating
from Charity Navigator,America's largest independent evaluator of
charities.Receiving four out of a possible four stars indicates that
an organization excels,as compared to other charities in America,
in successfully managing the finances of the organization in an
efficient and effective manner. For more information,visit Charity
Navigator at www.charitynavigator.org   


