HEARTH ESG Interim Rule - Program Components and Requirements

On May 20, 2009, President Obama signed the Homeless Emergency and Rapid Transition to
Housing (HEARTH) Act of 2009. The HEARTH Act amends and reauthorizes the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act with substantial changes.

On November 5, 2011, HUD released the Interim Rule for the Emergency Solutions Grant —
http://www.hudhre.info/documents/HEARTH_ESGInterimRule&ConPlanConformingAmendment
s.pdf. The Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Interim Rule establishes procedures and guidelines
for the ESG program, which was modified by the HEARTH Act of 2009. The ESG Interim Rule
will go into effect on January 4, 2012. HUD will accept public comments until February 3, 2012.

The new Emergency Solutions Grant replaces the former Emergency Shelter Grant. The new
name reflects “the change in the program’s focus from addressing the needs of homeless people
in emergency or transitional shelters to assisting people to quickly regain stability in permanent
housing after experiencing a housing crisis and/or homelessness.” [ESG Interim Rule, pp 1-2]

A recent HUD webinar [http://hudhre.info/index.cfm?do=viewResource&ResourcelD=4520]
presented five priorities that were taken into account when developing the ESG Interim Rule:
* Broaden existing emergency shelter and prevention activities
* Emphasize Rapid Re-Housing
* Help people quickly regain stability in permanent housing after experiencing a housing
crisis and/or homelessness
* Enhance alignment of ESG regulations with other HUD programs (such as CDBG,
HOME, and Housing Choice Voucher programs)
* Support more coordinated and effective data collection, performance measurement, and
program evaluation

In order to achieve these five priorities, the Interim Rule outlines several ESG program
components in addition to ESG program administration.

* Street Outreach

e Emergency Shelter

* Rapid Re-Housing

* Homelessness Prevention

* HMIS

*  Administration

The ESG Interim Rule also describes several other program requirements, including:
* Area-wide systems coordination

Evaluation of program participant eligibility and needs

Guidance on terminating assistance

Shelter and housing standards

Recordkeeping and reporting

In the future, HUD’s www.hudhre.info website will include User Guides, at-a-glance charts and
sample forms.

December 5, 201 [ | of 7
Shelter Partnership, Inc.
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